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Varying degrees of congestion; again; may be noticed at
different seasons of the year. It is only by making frequent
traffic surveys^ therefore, that the city can so assign the work
of traffic officers as to give it the greatest efficiency.1

Within the last few years great improvements have been
made in the mechanical aids for rendering traffic safer at
these congested street intersections. One method is the
marking of a "safety zone" on the street surface where
passengers get on or off the street cars. Vehicle traffic is
not allowed to enter this zone. Such a safety-zone arrange-
ment has been carried into operation on a large scale in
Detroit^ and its use will no doubt spread quickly to other
cities. Likewise there are the numerous semaphore devices
which have been coming into use as aids to the traffic
officer. A good scheme of traffic handling, however, must
be flexible. Street currents are very fickle; minor obstacles
often divert the flow from old channels; while improvements
on one thoroughfare may take almost the whole stream away
from its neighbor. In planning highway improvements, ac-
cordingly, it is necessary to take into account not only the
existing Amount and trend of traffic, but the diversions
which are likely to occur as a result of the improvement,

SIDEWALK PLANNING AND  CONSTRUCTION

What has been said in the foregoing pages of this chapter
refers to the roadway used by vehicles.    There remains the sidewalks:
question of providing for foot traffic by the planning, con- erai con-
struction, and maintenance of adequate sidewalks.   The

1 The classic investigation of tMs subject is that contained in the
Report of the Royal Commission on London Traffic (8 vols., London, 1905-

1906). A r^stini$ of tMs report may be found in Engineering News, Ixv.
438-440 (April 13, 1911). The most recent traffic survey undertaken in
any large American city is that eondueted by the Boston Chamber of
Commerce, the results of which are embodied in its report, Street Traffic
in the City of Boston (Boston, 1914). Mention may also bo made of J. W.
Howard's article on "A Proposed Standard Beoord of Street Traffic/*
in Engineering News, box. 4-6 (January 2, 1913),